
INDUTRY NW
The 2016 International Chardonna 
mpoium Announce Medal Winner

The International Chardonnay Symposium, (ICS), TheChardonnaySymposium.com , the world's foremost gathering of 
premium Chardonnay producers, sommeliers, trade and enthusiasts, announced the official medal winners of the 2016 
International Chardonnay Symposium Wine Competition. 

The ICS 2016 and The SOMM Journal selected leading sommeliers to judge the extensive double-blind tasting of 
Chardonnay from around the globe. The medal winners were announced at the Symposium's Annual La Paulée Dinner and 
Vintner Awards Ceremony, held this year at Greengate Ranch & Vineyard in the heart of the Edna Valley AVA in mid-May. 

The 2016 ICS was held in the seaside resort towns of Pismo Beach, ClassicCalifornia.com; Avila Beach,VisitAvilaBeach.com; 
and the Edna Valley, an area of the Highway 1 Discovery Route in San Luis Obispo County, Highway1DiscoveryRoute.com.

The 2016 International Chardonnay Symposium Wine Competition "Best" category winners are:

Best of Show and Platinum Medal 
Alpha Omega 2013 Reserve (Napa Valley)

Best Unoaked Chardonnay and Double Gold Medal 
Simonnet-Febvre 2014 Chablis Premier Cru "Vallions" (Chablis)

Best Oaked Chardonnay and Double Gold Medal 
Grgich Hills Estate 2013 Miljenko's Selection (Carneros)

The SOMM Journal's Choice and Gold Medal 
Arínzano 2010 Gran Vino White (Arínzano, Vino de Pago, Spain)

The Best of Show award was especially meaningful for vintner Robin Baggett, the proprietor of Alpha Omega in Napa Valley 
and Tolosa Winery in San Luis Obispo. Baggett said, "Having graduated from Cal Poly and raised by family in San Luis 
Obispo, then starting my wine career in Edna Valley at Tolosa Winery, it's an honor to return and receive such a prestigious 
award for our Napa Valley efforts."

The SOMM Journal and the ICS named Alicia Ajolo of taste wine-beer-kitchen in Long Beach, California, as the Symposium's 
2016 Top Sommelier. Ajolo was one of the judges at the day-long wine competition where she determined the origin of the 
most of wines during a double-blind tasting.
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Platinum Medal Winners

Alpha Omega 2013 Reserve (Napa Valley) 
Hearst Ranch Vineyard 2014 Proprietor's Reserve (Central Coast) 
RUSACK Vineyards 2014 Santa Maria Valley Reserve (Santa Maria Valley)

Double Gold Medal Winners
ADELAIDA 2014 Estate, (Adelaida District) 
Bernardus 2013 Sierra Mar (Santa Lucia Highlands) 
Clos Pepe 2013 Estate Barrel Fermented (Sta. Rita Hills) 
CRU Wine Co. 2014 Montage (Monterey) 
El Pistolero 2015 "Cold Steel" (Santa Lucia Highlands) 
Grgich Hills Estate 2013 Miljenko's Selection (Carneros) 
Simonnet-Febvre 2014 Chablis Premier Cru "Vallions" (Chablis)Wente Vineyards 2014 The Nth Degree (Livermore Valley) 
Windemere 2014 MacGregor Vineyard (Central Coast)

Gold Medal Winners

Alpha Omega 2013 Chardonnay (Napa Valley) 
Arínzano 2010 Gran Vino White (Arínzano, Vino de Pago, Spain) 
Baileyana 2014 Firepeak (Edna Valley) 
Chartron et Trébuchet 2012 Meursault (Meursault) 
Coitere 2014 Talley Rincon (Arroyo Grande Valley) 
DeLoach Vineyard 2013 Estate (Russian River) 
Edna Valley Vineyard 2014 (Central Coast) 
Edna Valley Vineyard 2014 Winemaker Series Heritage (Santa Lucia Highlands) 
Landmark Vineyards 2014 Overlook (Sonoma County) 
Louis Latour 2010 Corton-Charlemagne Grand Cru (Corton-Charlemagne) 
Nottingham Cellars 2014 1846 by Nottingham Cellars (Arroyo Seco) 
Sextant Wines 2014 Central Coast (Central Coast) 
Sinor-LaVallee 2014 White Label-Bassi Vineyard (Santa Lucia Highlands) 
St. Francis Winery 2014 Behler (Sonoma Valley) 
Tolosa Winery 2014 569 (Central Coast) 
Tolosa Winery 2014 Dijon (Central Coast)

Silver Medal Winners
ADELAIDA 2014 HMR Vineyard (Adelaida District, Paso Robles) 
Buena Vista Winery 2013 Private Reserve (Sonoma County) 
Capensis 2013 (Western Cape, South Africa) 
Chartron et Trébuchet 2013 Rully Premier Cru Les Grésigny (Rully) 
Clos Pepe 2013 Estate (Sta. Rita Hills) 
CRU Wine Co. 2014 Unoaked (Arroyo Seco) 
Domaine L'Arjolle 2015 Côtes de Thongue (Côtes de Thongue) 
Harmony Cellars 2014 (Central Coast) 
Hearst Ranch Vineyard 2014 Glacier Ridge (Santa Lucia Highlands) 
Jean-Charles Boisset 2013 JCB #81 (Sonoma Coast) 
Presqu'ile, 2013 Presqu'ile Vineyard (Santa Maria Valley) 
Talley Vineyards 2014 Estate (Arroyo Grande Valley) 
Trefethen 2014 (Oak Knoll District) 
True Myth 2014 Paragon Estate (Edna Valley)

The International Chardonna mpoium attract 
winemaker, ommelier, media, trade, wine enthuiat 
and tatemaker from acro the gloe to enjo and 
tud the world' favorite grape. When the dicuion 
end, there' plent of time for exploring near Central 
Coat winerie, a well a the hoting eaide reort 
town of Pimo each and Avila each that offer 
downtown winetating room, pritine eache, urfing 
and kaaking, hiking and iking trail, farm-to-tale and 
eaport-inpired cuiine,

outique hopping, and more. The International 
Chardonna mpoium i ponored  Pimo each 
Conference & Viitor ureau, Avila each Tourim 
Alliance, California Highwa 1 Dicover Route, Viit 
an Lui Oipo Count, The Tating Panel Magazine, 
The OMM Journal , Wine nthuiat Magazine, 805 
Living, Touring & Tating , Greengate Ranch & 
Vineard , Riedel, Farm Credit Wet, an Lui Oipo 
Count Regional Airport, Wiconin Milk Marketing 
oard, and Yelp.

2http://www.sommjournal.com/Stories/Industry-News/2016/The-2016-International-Chardonnay-Symposium-Anno.aspx#.W5lecOhKiUl




